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I - Why Is Reading Important?

A – “At every stage of life, books and reading nourish growing minds and 
       stimulate active involvement in society.” (Library of Congress)

B – “Most children will learn to read eventually.  But how well they read   

and how much they enjoy reading depends partly on their parents.” (Gisler, Eberts)

II - For Children of All Ages

A – Read Aloud 

1.  children of all ages – birth through high school

2.  most important thing to help children learn to read and 

     enjoy reading.

3.  Before Radio and TV, reading aloud was a favorite pasttime for 
     adults. 

4.  “Reading these books out loud certainly beats mopping the 
kitchen floor while your children are overturning wastebaskets, testing each for edible objects, and fighting over what they find, in the next room.  The kitchen floor may stay dirty, but everyone will be in a better frame of mind, not to mention being artistically enriched.” (Hearne, p12)


B – Let Children See You Read



1 – This shows you value reading and enjoy it.

2 – “A busy schedule is the enemy of reading we arrange time for   

      what we think is truly important.”  (Hunt, page 24)


C – Fill Your Home with Reading Material



1 – books, magazines, newspapers



2 – How To Stock A Home Library Inexpensively by Williams

3 – Give books and magazine subscriptions for gifts and ask for 
      them as well


4 – Be sure your children have books of their own


D – Frequent the Library and the Bookstore



1 – Take your children often

2 – Encourage them to browse through the books and make 
      selections

E – Limit Television Viewing Time

F – Designate a Regular Reading Time

III - Babies and Toddlers

A – Talk to Babies  (Language Acquisition)


B – Read to Babies and Toddlers


C – Personalize the book for your child’s skill level

1 -  Feel free to disregard the text and use your own words to 
      personalize the book for your child.

2 – Don’t stay on one page too long.  4 seconds is plenty for a new 
      listener.



3 – Might not get through the book, which is fine


D – Use illustrations to introduce new objects to child a few at a time

Suggestions: “easy to read” bright simple picture books, simple texts, good rhythms, wordless books, board books, cloth books, touchy-feely books, pictures on every page


IV – Preschoolers


A – Read Aloud Daily 



1 – Increase Reading Time Gradually



2 – At Least 15 minutes a day



3 – Read the author and illustrator’s names


4 -  Let your child “read” a familiar book to you while you cuddle 
                 together


B – Repetition and Familiarity



1 – Repeat favorite books over and over



2 – Repetitive phrases in books 



3 – Familiar Objects and Experiences


C – Match the Reading Material to Your Child’s Level

D – Include Good Literature

E – Introduce Mechanics of Reading

Suggestions: rhymes, books depicting familiar objects and experiences, rhythmic text and word repetition

V- Elementary Age Children

A – Encourage Beginning Readers to Read Aloud



1 – practice is necessary



2 – avoid too-frequent corrections



3 – Learning to read is essential (see Hearne p66)

B – Share reading time

C – Choose Books at the Correct Level



1 – Instructional



2 – Recreational

  

3 – Frustration



4 – Include Non-Fiction


D – Be Patient if your child is a Late Bloomer

Suggestions for reading aloud: strong storylines, books with character development, informational books, books that are more advanced than those the child can read independently

Suggestions for beginning readers: straightforward storylines, familiar simple vocabulary, scattered illustrations, larger type, short chapters

Suggestions for independent readers: series books, mysteries, how-to books

VI - Older Children and Teens

A – Encourage A Variety of Materials



1 – the “classics”, magazines, newspapers, etc.



2 – personal interests


B – Stay Involved



1 - Continue to Read Aloud



2 – Schedule the time



3 – Ask about independent reading

Suggestions: books that appeal to the child’s specific interests, biographies, 

VII - How To Choose a Good Book

A - Good books are “real” and “alive”.  

1 - “A book which is enjoyed only by children is a bad children’s 
     book.” C.S. Lewis

2 – “a dead book doesn’t move you one way or another.  It just 
      leaves you cold.  A live book is the kind to find for yourself and 
      children, a fresh breath of life, nothing dead or dull or preserved 
      past its time.” (Hearne, p41)

3 - “a sense of permanent worthwhileness” (Gladys Hunt)

B – Illustration

1 – “[A child] reads pictures.  A little child expects the pictures to tell 
      the story and to tell it accurately.”  Hunt, p26


2 – much variety available


3 – personal preference

C – Mechanics of the Story

1 – Theme 

a - the idea behind the book

b - what the author is trying to say

2 – Plot


a – the design of the idea


b – Plot answers “why”

3 – Characterization


a – makes characters memorable

4 - Word choices


D – Non-fiction books are important

1 – Sign over entrance to the Smithsonian “Knowledge begins in 
      wonder.”



2 – How to choose a non-fiction book




a -  Clear interesting illustrations



b – Current accurate well-organized information




c – Enthusiastic presentation


E – Recommendations for Good Books

1 - Ask librarians, teachers, other parents, your children, 
     booksellers

2 – Well-known authors and illustrators

3 – Award winners 


F  - Appropriate Books for Age levels

1 - Use suggested age levels as guidelines only

2 - Feel free to go outside them if you feel that the book would be 
     appreciated

*****************************

Much Info in this outline was taken from “Dear Teacher,” a newspaper column by Peggy Gisler and Marge Eberts.  

Bibliography

Becoming a Nation of Readers: The Report of the Commission on Reading The National Institute of Education, U.S. Dept. of Education, 1985. 

Choosing Books for Children: A Commonsense Guide by Betsy Hearne, Delacorte Press, 1990. 

Honey for a Child’s Heart: The Imaginative Use of Books in Family Life by Gladys Hunt, Zondervan, 1989.

How To Stock A Home Library Inexpensively by Jane A. Williams, Bluestocking Press, 1995.

The New Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease, Penguin, 1995. 

www.usborne-books.com
