Celebrate Special Days and Months as Themes for Home Shows (article follows)
Resources for most of these special days: http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/holidays/l/blspecdays.htm and

http://homeschooling.about.com/od/fundaycalendars/Holiday_Calendar_Celebrate_Special_Days_Every_Month.htm
More details on special days to keep your home show calendar full during the summer: see next page

January: Oatmeal Month, New Year's Day, Elvis Presley's Birthday, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and many more...

February: Black History Month, Children's Dental Month, St. Valentine's Day, President's Day, and many more...

March: National Nutrition Month, Share a Smile Day, Johnny Appleseed Day, St. Patrick's Day, Doctor's Day, and many more...

April: National Garden Month, Pet Owner's Day, Earth Day, National Arbor Day, National Library Week, and many more...

May: American Bike Month, National Duckling Month, Mother Goose Day, Mother's Day, Kite Day, Circus Day, and many more...

June: Power of a Smile Day, Father's Day, Flag Day, First Day of Summer, and many more...

July: National Ice Cream Month, Independence Day, Teddy Bear's Picnic Day, Moon Day, and many more...

August: Parent's Day, National Watermelon Day, National Friendship Day, Roller Coaster Day, National Aviation Day, National Smile Week, and many more...

September: Better Breakfast Month, Library Card Sign-Up Month, Labor Day, National Grandparents Day, First Day of Fall, National Dog Week, and many more...

October: National Popcorn Popping Month, National Apple Month, Columbus Day, Farmer's Day, Halloween, and many more...

November: International Drum Month, Peanut Butter Lover's Month, Sandwich Day, Hug-a-Bear Day, Thanksgiving Day, and many more...

December: Safe Toys and Gifts Month, Wright Brother's Day, First Day of Winter, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and many more...

CELEBRATE SPECIAL SUMMER DAYS

JUNE

Month Long Observances

* Dairy Month

* Great Outdoors Month

* National Adopt-A-Cat Month

* National Drive Safe Month

* National Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Month

* National Iced Tea Month

* National Rose Month

* National Safety Month

* National Tennis Month

* Potty Training Awareness Month

* Turkey Lovers Month

* Zoo and Aquarium Month

Week Long Observances

* 1st Week - National Fishing Week

* 2nd Week - National Clay Week

* 4th Week - National Camping Week

June 1st

* Donut Day

* Dinosaur Day

* Stand For Children Day

June 2nd

* Radio patented in 1896

* I Love My Dentist Day

June 3rd

* Egg Day

* First U.S. Spacewalk, Ed White, 1965

June 4th

* Aesop's Birthday

* Cheese Day

* Henry Ford made his first operational car in 1896.

* National Frozen Yogurt Day

June 5th

* First Hot Air Balloon Flight, 1783 by the Montgolfier brothers 

* National Gingerbread Day

* World Environment Day

June 6th

* First Drive-in Movie Theater Opens in New Jersey in 1933

* National Applesauce Cake Day

June 7th

* Two of Everything Day

* Cloud Day

June 8th

* Frank Lloyd Wright’s Birthday, 1867

* Racial Unity Day, 2nd  Sunday in June

June 9th

* Count Your Blessings Day

* International Young Eagles Day

June 10th

* Wash Behind Your Ears Day

* National Yo-Yo Day

June 11th

* Jacques Cousteau’s birthday, underwater explorer

June 12th

* Anne Frank's Birthday, born in 1929 in Frankfurt am Main, Germany

* The baseball was invented, 1839

* Magic Day

June 13th

* National Lobster Day

June 14th

* Flag Day

* “Pop Goes the Weasel” Day

* Sandpaper invented by I. Fischer Jr. in 1834

* World Juggling Day

June 15th

* Father's Day (2008), third Sunday of June 

* Fly A Kite Day, Ben Franklin's Kite Experiment in 1752

* Power of a Smile Day

June 16th

* National Fudge Day

June 17th

* Eat Your Vegetables Day

June 18th

* International Picnic Day

June 19th

* Make a Silly Face Day

* Juneteenth: Texan slaves set free 

June 20th

* Bald Eagle Day

* Ice Cream Soda Day

June 21st

* First Day of summer (2008)

* Barefoot Day

June 22nd

* Be Fair Day

* US Department of Justice Established

June 23rd

* Write a Story Day

* Typewriter patented, 1868

June 24th

* UFO Day

June 25th

* Six-Months-Until-Christmas Day

* National Catfish Day

June 26th

* Bicycle Patented 1819

* National Chocolate Pudding Day

* Toothbrush Invented, 1498

June 27th

* Helen Keller's Birthday, 1880

* Melody for Happy Birthday song written in 1859

June 28th

* Big and Little Day

* Paul Bunyan Day

June 29th

* Slow-Down Day

* Camera Day

June 30th

* Meteor Day

* Superman's Birthday

JULY

Month Long Observances

* Anti-Boredom Month

* National Baked Bean Month

* National Blueberry Month

* National Hot Dog Month

* National Ice Cream Month

* National Picnic Month

* National Recreation Month

Week Long Observances

* 1st Week - Freedom Week

* 3rd Week – Space Week

July 1st

* Build a Scarecrow Day

* Canada Day

* International Joke Day

* National Postal Worker Day

* Princess Diana's Birthday

July 2nd

* National Literacy Day

* First Zeppelin flew in 1900

* Singing Day

July 3rd

* Sunshine Day

* Dog Days begin

July 4th

* American Independence Day

* First bus was built

* National Country Music Day

* Tom Sawyer Fence Painting Day

July 5th

* Phineas T. Barnum’s Birthday, 1810, founder of the circus

* Caribbean Day

July 6th

* First Picture Postcard Made

* National Fried Chicken Day

July 7th

* Chocolate Day

* Macaroni Day

July 8th

* I Can Do It Myself Day

* First public reading of Declaration of Independence, 1776

* Liberty Bell cracks, 1835 while being rung at the funeral of John Marshall.

July 9th

* National Sugar Cookie Day

July 10th


* Don’t Step on a Bee Day


* Teddy Bear's Picnic Day

July 11th


* Swimming Pool Day


* Cheer Up the Lonely Day

July 12th

* Paper Bag Day: The paper bag manufacturing machine was patented.

July 13th

* Barn Day, second Sunday in July

* Go West Day

* National French Fries Day

July 14th

* Bastille Day, French Independence 

* What Do Birds Do? Day

July 15th

* First Boeing 707 flew, 1954

July 16th

* Apollo 11 lifts off on its voyage to the moon in 1969

July 17th


* Sewing Machine Patented, 1790

July 18th


* Cow Appreciation Day

July 19th


* Wiggle Your Ears Day

July 20th

* Chess Day

* Moon Day: Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin land on moon in 1969. 

* Ice Cream Soda Day

July 21st


* Monkey Day


* National Junk Food Day

July 22nd

* Pied Piper of Hamelin Day: Celebrate Flutes & Rats

July 23rd


* Ice Cream Cone introduced, 1904


* Mosquito Day

July 24th

* Amelia Earhart Day, American aviatrix

July 25th


* Puzzle Day


* Threading the Needle Day

July 26th


* Opposite Day


* Skyscraper Day

July 27th


* Do-Nothing Day

July 28th


* Hamburger Day


* First Fingerprint Taken

July 29th


* National Lasagna Day

July 30th


* National Cheesecake Day

July 31st


* Jump for Jellybeans Day


* First US Patent issued 1790, Samuel Hopkins, refining potash


* Bread-Making Day

AUGUST

Month Long Observances

* American Artist Appreciation Month

* Foot Health Month

* Home Business Month

* National Catfish Month

* National Golf Month

* National Inventors Month

* National Water Quality Month
Week Long Observances

* 1st Week - National Clown Week

* 2nd Week - National Apple Week

* 2nd Week - National Smile Week

* 3rd Week - Air Conditioning Appreciation Week

* 3rd Week - American Dance Week

August 1st

* Francis Scott Key's Birthday, born 1779, composed “Star-Spangled Banner”

* Respect for Parents' Day

* Sports Day

* Switzerland founded, 1291

August 2nd

* First Lincoln penny issued, 1909

* National Ice Cream Sandwich Day

* National Mustard Day, 1st  Saturday in August

August 3rd

* American Family Day, celebrated the 1st Sunday in August

* Columbus set sail on 1st voyage, 1492

* Friendship Day

* National Watermelon Day

August 4th

* Coast Guard Day, established on this day in 1790.

* National Chocolate Chip Day

August 5th

* National Waffle Day

* Neil Armstrong’s birthday, born in Ohio in 1930, first man on the moon

August 6th

* Wiggle Your Toes Day

August 7th


* National Kids Day


* American Family Day


* Sea Serpent Day

August 8th


* Family Photo Album Day


* Dollar Day: the US dollar was created.

August 9th


* International Art Appreciation Day


* National Rice Pudding Day

August 10th

* First Steam Locomotive

* S’Mores Day

August 11th


* Play in the Sand Day

August 12th

* IBM PC Announced in 1981

* Middle Children’s Day

August 13th

* Annie Oakley’s Birthday, born 1860

* International Left-Handers Day

* National Filet Mignon Day

August 14th

* Yukon Discovery Day

* National Creamsicle Day

August 15th

* Julia Child’s Birthday, born in Pasadena, California in 1912

* National Relaxation Day

August 16th

* Joke Day

* National Homeless Animals Day, observed the 3rd Sat. of August every year

* Roller Coaster Day, patented in 1898 

August 17th

* Archeology Day

* Davy Crockett's birthday, born in Tennessee in 1786

August 18th

* Bad Poetry Day

* Wizard of Oz premiered, 1939

August 19th

* National Aviation Day

* Orville Wright's Birthday, born 1871

* Potato Day

August 20th

* Read a Map Day 

* National Radio Day

August 21st

* Hawaii Statehood Day

* Throw-a-Ball Day

August 22nd

* National Tooth Fairy Day

* Be an Angel Day

August 23rd

* First photograph of Earth from the Moon, taken by Lunar Orbiter 1966 

* National Sponge Cake Day

August 24th

* National Peach Pie Day

* Strange Music Day

* Waffle Iron patented, 1869, invented by Cornelius Swarthout of Troy, NY

August 25th

* Kiss and Make Up Day

* National Banana Split Day

August 26th

* National Dog Day

* Women's Equality Day, the anniversary of women getting the right to vote

August 27th

* Volcano Day

* Mother Teresa's Birthday, born 1910

August 28th


* Dream Day: Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his “I Have a Dream” speech in 1963.


* National Cherry Turnover Day

August 29th


* Sharks Day


* First Scout Camp opened in 1934

August 30th


* National Toasted Marshmallow Day

August 31st


* Rhyming Day


* National Trail Mix Day

Article by Beckey

Imagine getting this invitation:

You are invited to a party to celebrate National Gingerbread Day! Come and sample gingerbread cookies, hear the sad tale of a wayward gingerbread boy who didn’t listen to his parents, and take home a recipe for the best gingerbread in the world!
One lucky person will win a copy of The Gingerbread Man, published by Usborne Books, the best educational books on the market!
Reserve this date:

Here’s how to increase bookings this summer by using a celebration of special days:
1. Choose a topic that is celebrated that month, or any time during the summer.
2. Select book

3. Think of one or two SIMPLE activities to do at the home show that are related to the topic; don't get too complicated! Think short and sweet.


4. Show the books and tie them into the theme.


5. Consider offering a special deal on those books 

- AND/OR make your own "value set" of them, packaged together for the convenience of your guests.

The show itself will have that theme, and the hostess and all the guests will be delighted by the uniqueness of your presentation.

To keep from having to invent new themed home shows every week or two, be very broad in your celebration dates. For example, July 9 is National Sugar Cookie Day. But just say, "This summer we’re celebrating National Sugar Cookie Day…" No need to be specific unless you want to.

Here are a couple of sample ideas.
FOOD: National Chocolate Chip Day, and any other food day this summer (Lasagna Day, Ice Cream Cone Day, French Fries Day, Macaroni Day, Cheese Day, etc.)
Usborne products: EASY - there are so many! If possible, make the actual food from one of our books or recipe cards. 

Simple game or activity: Guests write down what they think the recipe is for something unfamiliar such as Ratatouille. One point if the can spell it.  One point for each ingredient that is correct. Prize for the winner: that’s totally up to you, depending on how much you want to spend. Be creative, but be cheap! Or it can be a non-competitive activity just for fun, with no prizes except applause.
For everyone: you can offer free shipping on their cooking set (see #5 above) IF YOU WANT TO, as an incentive for them to purchase it.

ANIMALS: Zoo and Aquarium Month, Shark Day, National Dog Day, Don't Step on a Bee Day, Monkey Day, Jacques Cousteau's birthday
Usborne products: again, EASY because we have a multitude of great books about animals for all ages
Simple game or activity
Example #1: I Can Draw Animals - Give out paper and markers or crayons and have everyone draw something from the book. (If possible, enlarge one of the pages so everyone can see it.) - with a twist - everyone has to add ONE creative item to their picture. Can be a contest or just for fun. (Variation: They put the paper on their heads and try to draw.)


Example #2: a 5- or 10-question quiz on animals (there's one at the end of World of Animals, or you can make up your own). Use the Internet Links for ideas; also see previous MB posts for Are You Smarter Than a 5th-Grader or Are You Smarter Than a Kindergartener - that's a fun game for many topics! Keep it FUNNY so no one feels dumb!! That's important.


Example #3: First person says, My favorite animal is a monkey (or whatever). Second person must say, My favorite animal is a monkey and a duck (or whatever). Continue around the room. If there are just a few people, go around twice. -- This is fun.

There are SO MANY great themes from this list of celebrations of special days. Your mind will pop with ideas; you'll need a pen so you can write them down as you read!

This is guaranteed, yes GUARANTEED, to spark an idea (or several) on how to get bookings for summer home shows. 

I fully believe in the fact that home shows come in many shapes and sizes, from parties to education. So if your potential hostess wants an educational home show, see the 50 Literacy Activity post cards.
And if she wants a PARTY, then we can do that, too! The beauty of all this is that we can custom-design a home show to be whatever she wants!
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