PTA MEETING:

My name is **** I am a rep for Usborne Publishing.  If you are familiar with the name, you know Usborne is an innovative publisher of award-winning educational books for children of all ages.  They are also huge advocates of anything pro-literacy.  So, they created an incredible program that encourages students to read daily and at the same time rewards them and the school with Usborne Books.  (hand out RFTS brochure)  The program is called Reach For The Stars and is a pledge-based reading incentive program.  The students read for at least 300 minutes over a 2-week period.  At the same time, they ask family/friends to make a pledge to sponsor their reading.  At the end of the 2 weeks, they tell their sponsors how much they read and collect their pledge money.  There is a 100% return of the money collected to the students and the school to buy Usborne Books.  The student gets to pick out 50% of his/her pledge total is Usborne books of his/her choice.  The other 50% goes to the library and/or teachers to buy Usborne books and educational materials.  Usborne matches the total school pledges by 10% for more books for the library.

Basically, children read daily for 2 weeks and are then rewarded with books that they truly love which encourages more reading.  

 (Give success stories, timeline w/ sample calendars, explain responsablities of school )

*****************************************

Sample emails to principals:

Hi Mrs. Schoterman!
 

I ran a reading-incentive program at Lincoln and Richardson elementaries this past year.  The program, Reach For The Stars, is sponsored by Usborne Books and is so rewarding for the school and the kids.
 

Mrs. Heintz and Mr. Margida were both very happy with the program - Mr. Margida has already set a date for next year.  Between the 2 schools, the kids read over 240,000 minutes in 2 weeks and earned over $13,000 in educational books!!  Huge successes and the kids loved it!
 

I would love to give you more info on the program and answer any questions you may have.  Will you be at the school tomorrow (Friday, 16th) in the early afternoon?  If so I can stop then and talk for 10 minutes or so!  Let me know!
 

I look forward to meeting you!
Tabatha Roach
Good Morning Mr. Margida!
 

My name is Tabatha Roach and I am a rep for Usborne Books, an innovative publisher of high-interest, non-fiction children's books.
 

I met one of your teachers, DeAnn Clemons at a Reading Conference in November.  I was telling her about our reading program and she really loved the sounds of it and thought your school might be interested in running it.  It is called Reach For The Stars, and the goal of the program is to promote daily reading with the students and to reward the school and students with thousands of dollars in books.
 

I would love to meet with your for 10-15 minutes to tell you about the program and answer any questions you may have.  I know you are very busy, this meeting will be very much worth the time!
 

Do you have a little time next Tuesday (1/17) or Wednesday (1/18), maybe around 10:00am?  
 

I look forward to hearing from you and hopefully talking with you about this wonderful reading program!
Tabatha Roach
Hi Mrs. Bearer.
 

I recently met a parent, Amy Crawford, who's child attends Hillcrest Elementary.  She suggested I contact you and tell you about our wonderful reading program.
 

I am a rep with Usborne Books, an innovative publisher of high interest, non-fiction books.  We have a really fabulous reading program, Reach For The Stars, that promotes daily reading and rewards students and their school with thousands of dollars in educational books.
 

I would love to meet with you for 15 minutes to tell you more about the program and answer any questions you may have.  I am available Thursday 26th at 10:30 or 11:00.  This program is so worth hearing about - Herberich Primary participated last spring and the students read over 151,000 minutes in 2 weeks and the students and school received over $11,000 in books - Mrs. White, the principal, was thrilled with the program!
 

I look forward to hearing from you and hopefully meeting with you soon.  Let me know if the above date/time works for you.  Thank You!
 

Tabatha Roach
************************************

Hi Ms. O'Mara!

 

I am a rep with Usborne books, the leading publisher of children's nonfiction books.  We have a highly-rewarding reading incentive program that we run for schools called Reach For The Stars.  This program is designed to promote daily reading w/ students and to help schools/students earn thousands of dollars in educational books.

 

Many schools in the Akron area have or are running the Reach For The Stars with great success - Herberich Elem. (Copley-Fairlawn) had close to 70% participation and the school and students earned over $11,000 in books...wow!!  

 

We are thrilled to see how this program gets students so excited about reading and books.  Schools in Revere, Copley, Kent, Orrville, Barberton, Cuyahoga Falls, and Akron have or are participating in the program.  I know the Brecksville school system, as I lived there for a short time - it is a great community and a great school system, it would be exciting to see how much support the students would receive to encourage them to read. 

 

I would love to meet with you for 15 minutes next week to give you information on  Reach For The Stars, answer your questions and see if you feel that it would be a good match for your school.  I know things are very busy getting ready for school, I really think you will be happy to take the time to hear about this very rewarding program!

 

I could meet with you on Tuesday (15th) morning between 9:30 and 11:00 or anytime on Thursday (17th) afternoon.  Which day is best for you?

 

I appreciate your time and will look forward to hearing from you!

Tabatha Roach

